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A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

OF KNOX COUNTY, TENNESSEE, 

SUPPORTING OUR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS 

BY REQUESTING 

THE TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

AMEND T.C.A. § 49-6-3115 

TO ALLOW SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

TO MAKE RETENTION DECISIONS 

FOR THIRD AND FOURTH-GRADE STUDENTS 

RESOLUTION 22-003

PREPARED BY: KATHERINE BIKE 

BOARD MEMBER 

FOURTH DISTRICT 

BOARD APPROVED: 

WHEREAS, the Knox County Board of Education is elected by the people of Knox 

County to govern the Knox County Schools; and 

WHEREAS, the Knox County Board of Education is charged with governing the 

school district so that all students receive the best educational opportunities in order to 

graduate prepared to enter a postsecondary institution or the workforce; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee and local LEA's, such as the Knox County Board 

of Education, are to be held accountable according to the standards provided in the Every 

Student Succeeds Act (ESSA); and 

WHEREAS, the educational outcomes for the students who have been retained have 

been mixed, with one reported negative outcome being that retention laws can have adverse 

effects on students with disabilities (especially undiagnosed) and at-risk students' 

assessments (See, National Association of School Psychologists, "Guidance on the Use of 

Grade Retention and Special Education Eligibility to Address Instructional Loss" and 

references); and 




